
Tuesday, March 10 

9th and 10th grade FCAT Reading 

11th and 12th grade Reading Retakes 

Wednesday, March 11 

9th and 10th grade FCAT Math 

11th and 12th grade Math Retakes 

Monday, March 16 

11th grade FCAT Science 

Students who are absent will take the appropriate 

tests March 12 through the following week.  

LWHS is encouraging students 

to bring their ―A‖ game next 

month. Many of you have heard me 

speak numerous times about the 

importance of Academics, Arts, and 

Athletics and we will continue to 

stress those areas, however, we also 

want to create a recognition pro-

gram for students with positive 

student citizenship qualities out-

lined in our school‘s charter. With 

that in mind, students will be hear-

ing about new recognitions that will 

incorporate three more ―A‖s: Atti-

tude, Attendance, and Achieve-

ment. We have outstanding students 

at LWHS and are continually look-

ing for ways to recognize them. 

This program will be a positive 

reinforcement for students to be-

come the type of well-rounded indi-

viduals we want to see walk across 

the stage at the end of their four 

years with us. Yesterday I read a 

newspaper article about a former 

student who has gone on to distin-

guish himself at the next level not 

only in his chosen field, but as an 

outstanding individual as well. 

There is no greater reward for an 

educator. This is our hope for all of 

the students of Lake Wales High 

School.  

Our students have been busy 

all year preparing for next month. 

Many have stayed after school for 

tutoring, practiced online, and all 

have worked hard in classrooms to 

be ready to do their best on the 

FCAT. Our staff is currently offer-

ing an after-school ―FCAT Boot 

Camp‖ for any student interested from 

2:00 to 3:30 PM daily in the media 

center. Students can work with teachers 

and students who have been successful 

on the FCAT, as well as access FCAT 

software and www.fcatexplorer.org. 

Please encourage your child to access 

fcatexplorer.org from home, if possi-

ble, and to pick up a copy of the FCAT 

Test Tools software in the media cen-

ter. I would also encourage parents to 

visit fcatexplorer.org to learn more 

about the FCAT and the Sunshine State 

Standards. The site is an excellent re-

source for both students and parents 

and offers practice opportunities for 

students that will be especially valu-

able at this time of year. 

In 2 weeks your student will take a 

series of FCAT tests that have a direct 

impact on them.  All students in the 9th 

and 10th grades will be taking FCAT 

Reading on Tuesday, March 10 and 

FCAT Math on Wednesday, March 11.  

In addition, our  juniors will be taking 

the FCAT Science on Monday, March 

16 and some of our juniors and seniors 

will be taking the retake version of 

FCAT to attempt to meet the gradua-

tion standard.  In addition to this im-

portant standard, the results of all of 

these tests are important factors in 

placement of your student in next 

year‘s classes.  For example, a student 

who does not pass this year‘s test is 

required by state law to be placed in 

Intensive Reading and/or appropriate 

math courses next year.  This will re-

quire them to give up their electives to 

make room in their schedule for reme-

dial courses.  It is my hope that they 

will be successful on all of their tests 

so that they can continue to enroll in 

elective courses as we continue to build 

our vocational and arts programs. 

Please help us by encouraging 

your student and building their confi-

dence for testing.  Also, you can help 

by ensuring that they get a good 

night‘s sleep before each test day and 

by making sure they are present and 

on time to school each day. We will 

provide a hot breakfast, snack, and 

drinks each day for all students who 

are testing. 

With your help, your student 

can have a great experience.  Our 

students are facing the FCAT with 

pride and confidence and I am very 

proud of them and their efforts.  

Thank you for your assistance in 

making this the best possible experi-

ence for them. 

 

Sincerely, 

Clark Berry 

Principal LWHS 

Principal‘s 

Corner 
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SENIORS 

If you have NOT ordered your 

cap and gown,  please contact 

Herff Jones ASAP. 

Phone:  

(727) 545-3288 

 

Fax:  

(727) 545-0188 

 

On the web: 

http://www.herffjonestampabay.com/ 

 

E-mail:  

herffjones2@verizon.net 
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 All out of school dates must be ap-

proved by filling out a form that can be 

picked up from the main office or Mrs. 

Medlock, the Junior class sponsor. Out of 

school date forms must be submitted no 

later than Friday, March 13, 2009.  

Dress Code: 

 Young Men are expected to wear for-

mal evening attire that would include a 

tuxedo, suit with a tie, or sport coat with 

slacks and a tie. No flip-flops or athletic 

shoes. Jackets & vests may be removed, 

but shirts may NOT be removed.  

 Young women are expected to wear 

formal evening attire that would include a 

formal evening gown or other similar 

dresses-outfits. 

 Dresses may not expose a bare midriff. 

Mesh or see through inserts in the midriff 

area will not be allowed. Two-piece dresses

-outfits are allowed provided that they do 

not expose any midriff. Front, back , and 

sides of ladies‘ attire must not be too low-

cut or revealing.  

 Short dresses or side slits may not be 

higher than the tips of the wearer‘s fingers 

when the wearer‘s hands are at their sides. 

Ladies may not hike their dresses in order 

to dance. 

Date: Saturday, March 28, 2009 

Time: 9pm to 12am 

Place: The Marriott World Center, Orlando 

Theme: A Midsummer ‗09‘s Masquerade 

 

Ticket Prices 

Now—March 6th: $60 

March 9th –20th: $65 

March 23rd -26th: $70 

 

*Tickets are on sale in the main office or 

during lunches. (see Mrs. Lefstead) 

Prom 2009 

 Lake Wales High School will be en-

forcing a new attendance excuse policy this 

semester. Beginning in January 2009, if a 

student is absent, they have 3 days to 

provide official documentation  to the 

office noting  their absence in order for it 

to be excused.  Official documentation 

would include doctor‘s notes or court docu-

mentation. 

 This policy is particularly important 

when approaching the 10 absence limit 

which determines whether the mastery 

exam is needed or not. If official documen-

tation is not  received before the 3 day 

deadline, the absence is counted as unex-

cused and normal LWHS attendance proce-

dures are followed. If you have questions 

regarding your child‘s attendance, please 

contact Paul Buehner 678-4222 x 223. 

 

 

Attendance policies/procedures 

 The colleges and universities repre-

sented included Bethune Cookman, Florida 

Memorial College, PCC, Edward Waters, 

and Florida A&M University.   

 Upon arrival, students were presented 

with a hot breakfast, a song by Katesia 

Wright, and other entertainment. They con-

tinued the day playing trivia games where 

prizes were awarded and applying to the 

colleges and universities. Many students 

were provided with financial aid informa-

tion  as well. LWHS students were also 

presented with a trophy at the event for 

being the most represented school. 

 We would like to thank the Virgil 

Hawkins Bar Association and  Mrs. Cas-

sandra Denmark for sponsoring the trip 

and encouraging LWHS to become in-

volved in this opportunity. We would also 

like to thank Kim Campbell and Damien 

Moses who accompanied our students on 

the event. 

 

  

 On February 14th, LWHS had 35 stu-

dents attend the annual Historically Black 

Colleges and Universities recruiting event 

known as the HBCU jump-off. LWHS stu-

dents were transported on a bus provided 

by LWHS to St. Luke‘s ministries in Lake-

land.   

 The jump-off provided our  students 

with a slice of campus life and exposure to 

the educational opportunities that are avail-

able to them beyond high school. These 

colleges also provided valuable information 

for our students.  

 

 

HBCU Jump-off 



Test sources and tips: 

The majority of the questions are based 

on non-fiction articles 

Much of the test comes from Newsweek 

Magazine, USA Today, and National 

Geographic. 

9th graders will only be tested with multi-

ple choice questions. 

Students should use the ―Take 5‖ strate-

gies to get better use of their time in an-

swering questions for the test. 

Any time a box is given for an answer, 

students must remember to write ONLY 

within the box.  

 

The following web-sites may be useful in 

preparing for the FCAT reading test: 

www.fcatexplorer.com 

http://fcat.fldoe.org/ 

http://www.firn.edu/doe/sas/fcat/fcatit02.html 

http://www.testprepreview.com/

fcat_practice.htm 

http://getsmarter.org/iln/index.html 

http://fcit.usf.edu/FCAT/ 
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The reading test covers the following con-

cepts: 

1. Main ideas, details, patterns of organiza-

tions. 

2. Author‘s purpose, viewpoint 

3. Locating organizing interpreting infor-

mation  

4. Cause and Effect 

5. Comparison and contrast 

6. Drawing conclusions 

7. Using context clues 

8. Character and plot development, conflict 

These are five proven strategies that all 

students can use on our tests.  (hint:  You 

can write in pencil in your test booklet 

while you are doing the tests.) 

1 – Circle the title, pictures, graphs,  

      cartoons, illustrations, and bold  

      lettering 

2 – Number the paragraphs. 

3 – Look ahead to the end of the reading  

      selection;  read the questions and 

      underline ―key‖ words. 

4 – Read/skim/scan for answers. 

5 – Answer all the questions. 

Take 5 Strategy 

Please encourage your 

child to leave their 

CELL PHONE at 

home on FCAT days.  

If a cell phone is 

brought, it should be 

handed to the teacher 

immediately upon 

entering the testing 

room.   

All testing will take place at the Presbyte-

rian Church in the new activities facility. 

Testing times are listed below. Please contact 

Peggy Newsome 678-4222 x 235 for ques-

tions or concerns related to AP testing. 

AB Calculus 

Wednesday, May 6—8:00 am 

BC Calculus 

Wednesday, May 6—8:00 am 

AP Testing  

FCAT Testing 

There is NO EARLY RELEASE 

for FCAT this year. Students are 

expected to be in attendance for 

the ENTIRE school day.  

Biology 

Monday, May 11—8:00 am 

Chemistry 

Tuesday, May 12—8:00 am 

English Literature 

Thursday, May 7—8:00 am 

English Language 

Wednesday, May 13—8:00 am 

Environmental Science 

Tuesday, May 12—8:00 am 

Physics B 

Monday, May 11—12:00 noon 

United States History 

Friday, May 8—8:00 am 

Encourage your child to read, any 

time, anywhere, anything! 

Ask them to summarize what they 

are reading for you and to identify 

the main ideas and details. 

Model good reading for them. 

Pick up a book! Talk about what 

you read. 

Talk to your student‘s teacher or 

Mrs. Boyer, the school‘s reading 

coach, for addition ideas or mate-

rials. 

The bottom line is that to become 

a better reader, students must 

read! 

Focus on healthy foods for brain 

power. 

What Parents  

Can Do 

http://www.firn.edu/doe/sas/fcat/fcatit02.html
http://www.testprepreview.com/fcat_practice.htm
http://www.testprepreview.com/fcat_practice.htm
http://fcit.usf.edu/FCAT/


Now—March 6th, Prom Tickets $60 

  March 

9th – Prom Tickets $65 

23rd -First Day to buy Grad Bash Tickets 

23rd -Prom Tickets $70 

25th -Announcements Delivered 

28th -Prom at the Marriott World Center in 

Orlando 
 

   April 

16th -Personality Pictures by appt.  

25th -Grad Bash @ Universal Studios 
 

   May 

14th -Cap & Gown Delivery  

20th & 21st - Senior Exams 

21st -Academic Awards Ceremony @ First 

Assembly (6:30 pm) 

22nd -Last Day for Seniors 

22nd -Senior Breakfast in Cafeteria  

29th - Mandatory practices for Baccalaure-

ate and Graduation @ First Baptist 

Church (8:00 am—12:00 pm)  

31st -Baccalaureate @ First Baptist Church 

(6:30 pm) 
 

   June 

1st -Bok Tower Day (tenative) 

3rd & 4th -Mandatory Graduation practice 

@ Bok tower (8:00 am—12:00 pm)  

4th -GRADUATION @ Bok Tower  

 (6:00 pm) 

4th -Project Graduation @ Wet-n-Wild  

 

*Any questions concerning events, please 

stop by and see Mrs. Lefstead in the main 

office  or contact her @ 678-4222. 

Costine. 

12. Knights of Columbus Scholarship: 

$600; deadline May 1; see Mrs. 

Costine. 

13. Polk County Cattlewomen’s Schol-

arship Application; deadline April 15; 

see Mrs. Costine. 

14. Lake Wales Elks Lodge Scholar-

ship: deadline March 20; see Mrs. 

Costine. 

15. Teach Grant: scholarship for students 

who are willing to teach for a number 

of years; www.studentaid.ed.gov. 

16. Josh Giles Scholarship: $500; attend-

ing a post-secondary institution during 

the 2009-2010 school year; deadline 

April 30; see Mrs. Costine. 

17. Seminole Club of Polk county: plan-

ning to attend Florida State Univer-

sity ; 33 GPA; 1000SAT or 22 ACT; 

deadline April 15; see Mrs. Costine. 

18. PCC Foundation: deadline March 13; 

http://www.polk.edu/foundation/

scholarships.htm 

1. Lakeland Choral Society: deadline 

3/20/09; Junior or Senior that has vocal 

performance experience; see Mrs. 

Costine. 

2. Delta Kappa Gamma Society 

Lambda Chapter Educator Incentive 

Award: deadline 3/25/09; $500; high 

school senior girl planning on going 

into the field of education; see Mrs. 

Costine. 

3. Executive Women’s Golf Associa-

tion: female athletes, prefer golfers; 

deadline 3/31/09; see Mrs. Costine. 

4. Military Family support Trust Schol-

arships: parent/guardian or grandparent 

in military; 3.0 GPA; 21 ACT or 1500 

SAT; see Mrs. Costine; deadline 

3/1/09. 

5. Florida A& M University Grant—

African-American Women in Com-

puter Science: planning to attend Flor-

ida A&M Univ. And study computer 

science; see Mrs. Costine. 

6. The Bailey Family Foundation: 

$5.000; deadline March 15; apply at 

www.bailey-family.org 

7. SAMMY  (Scholar Athlete Milk 

Mustache of the Year): 

$7,500;deadline March 6; bodyby-

milk.com 

8. Riverside Bank Scholarship: $1,000  

award; www.Riversidenb.com/contests; 

deadline June 1. 

9. AAUW—  American Association of 

University Women Educational 

Achievements Awards: $500; women 

interested in continuing their education; 

deadline February 28; see Mrs. Costine. 

10. Marine Corps Scholarship Founda-

tion: visit http://www.mcsf.com/site/

s.ivKVLaMTluG/b.1678341/k.7C5C/

Eligibility Requirements.thm. 

11. Bright House Volunteer Youth Ser-

vices Awards: grades 9-12; 2.5 GPA; 

volunteer project between May 2008 

and April 2009 with minimum of 50 

hours; due April 30, 2009; see Mrs. 

BRIGHT FUTURES 

Seniors should apply for Bright futures if 

you have not already done so. 

Florida Academic Scholarship: asks for 

an academic GPA of 3.5, SAT/ACT scores 

of 1270/28 and 75 hours of community 

service. Pays 100% of tuition. 

Florida Medallion Scholarship: asks for 

GPA of 3.0, SAT/ACT scores of 970/20. 

Pays 75% of tuition to Universities and 

colleges, or 100% to community college. 

Gold Seal Scholarship: vocational schol-

arship must have GPA of 3.0, complete 3 

classes in same vocational area with a 3.5 

CURRENT AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Senior  

Activities  
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February 18 -Chorus MPA‘s 

February 23-27 -Scholastic  Book Fair 

February 27 -Orchestra MPA‘s 

February 28 -Beast Feast @ Legion Field 

March 1 & 2 -Center Sate and LWHS drama 

class present their Spring production. (more 

information to come) 

March 11 -Career Shadowing Day for juniors 

March 25 -End of 3rd nine weeks 

March 28 -Prom at the Marriott World Center in 

Orlando 

March 30 - April 3 : Spring Break 

April 9 -Arts for life event 

April 10 -Holiday 

April 14 -Report Cards (3rd nine weeks) 

April 16 -Personality Portraits 

May 7 -Interim Reports 

May 4 -Band, Chorus, & Strings concert 

May 6-13 -A.P. Exams 

May 21-Academic Awards Ceremony @ First 

Assembly (6:30 pm) 

May 25-Holiday 

June 1-Band, Chorus and Strings banquet 

June 4-Last day before summer break 

Important Dates 
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RECYCLING FUNDRAISER 

Mrs. Raulerson‘s 

class is collecting 

aluminum cans for 

fund raiser activity. 

Please drop alumi-

num cans into the big 

blue recycle canisters located throughout 

the school campus. 


